
Cost Measurements 
 
The cost of energy consumed is defined as the product of the 

energy consumed times the user-defined rate: $= KWH rate .  

PowerSight presently uses a simple single rate price system. 
 
Useful measurements and estimates of cost are: 

▪ Cost of energy consumed (elapsed cost) 
▪ Estimated cost per hour 
▪ Estimated cost per month 
▪ Estimated cost per year 

 
The cost of energy consumed is the actual cost of energy 
consumed during a period of time such as since monitoring 
started or during a specific week.  For instance, if 5 KWH was 
consumed after 10 minutes of monitoring and the rate is 
$0.10/KWH, then the cost during the monitoring session is $0.50.  
The PS5000 calculates cost each second, using every cycle for 
exact measurements. 
 
The estimated cost per hour is the elapsed cost, divided by the 
hours of monitoring.  For instance, if the cost is $0.50 for a 10- 
minute period, then the estimated cost per hour is 
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The estimated cost per year is the elapsed cost, divided by the 
fraction of a year that monitoring has proceeded.  For instance, if 
the cost is $0.50 for a 10-minute period, then the estimated cost 

per year is ./ .
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The estimated cost per month is the estimated cost for a year, 
divided by 12.  For instance, if the cost is $0.50 for a 10-minute 
period, then the estimated cost per year is 
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Cost Measurements in PowerSight 
 
PowerSight performs all commonly desired true cost of energy 
measurements.  When monitoring consumption, the actual cost of 
energy consumed is displayed by pressing [View Data Log] then 
pressing the yellow soft key [Page] then pressing the soft key 
[Cost]. This will display the accumulated cost based on the KWH 
of the current or last logging session. 
 
The rate used by PowerSight to estimate cost can be displayed or 
changed by the user at any time.  It is one of the setup functions 
that can be accessed through the [Setup] key. 
 

Cost Measurements in PSM-A 
 
Our ReportWriter software will calculate the elapsed cost and 
estimated cost per month of energy consumed during any one or 
two intervals of time set by the user.  If two time intervals are 
chosen, it will report the percent change and the actual change in 
cost between the two intervals.  For instance, if a comparison 
report is chosen and $0.50 of energy is consumed during the first 
interval of 10 minutes and $0.80 of energy is consumed during the 
second interval of 20 minutes, then the report would show: 
 

  Before After Units Change 
% 

Change 

Cost $0.50 $0.80  $0.30 60.0% 

Cost, Estimated per 
month $2,190 $1,752  

-
$438.00 -20.0% 

 
In this example, even though the elapsed cost increased 
significantly, the actual rate of cost declined significantly because 
of the difference in time intervals between the before and after 
tests. 
 
You may view or change the rate used by ReportWriter to 
calculate cost.  It is one of the fields you can change when you set 
up a report. 
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