
Demand Period Measurements 
 
Utilities typically evaluate energy usage over fixed increments of 
time, such as 15-minute intervals.  These time intervals are called 
“demand periods.”  The average power consumed during each 
demand period is called the “demand” of that period.  Typically, 
the utility will look for the demand period with the greatest demand 
over a period of time, such as a month, and call this the “peak 
demand period”.  The demand of that period is the “peak 
demand”.  The utility may then present a surcharge on the user’s 
bill based on the peak demand.  For this reason, power users 
have an incentive to determine 

▪ Peak demand 
▪ Peak demand period. 

 

Demand Period Measurements in PowerSight 
 
During monitoring of energy consumption, the peak demand 
period is constantly updated.  The logging interval is used as the 
demand period, so if the logging period is set to 15 minutes, the 
demand periods will also be 15-minute periods.  Thus if a meter 
whose logging interval is set for 15 minutes starts monitoring at 
7:00 A.M, it will update the demand period at 7:15, 7:30, 7:45, 
8:00, and so on.  If the most power was consumed between 7:45 
and 8:00, then the demand period will be displayed as 7:45.  Note 
that even if the power peaked briefly at 7:29, the demand period 
would still be reported as 7:45 since more energy was consumed 
over that 15-minute period. 
 
To see what the demand was during the peak demand period, 
press [Demand] (to see the time and date of the peak demand 
period) and then [More...]. (to see the amount of energy 
consumed during that period).  
 

Demand Period Measurements in PSM-A 
 
There are two methods for obtaining Demand period 
measurements in PSM-A.  The first is to monitor using 15 minute 
logging intervals and making sure that total power is being logged 
in the consumption log.  When logging is completed, graph the 
consumption log and choose to present total power.  Observe at 
what point the average total power is at its peak.  This point is the 



peak demand period.  Put your cursor over it and observe the 
timestamp of the beginning of the peak demand period at the 
upper right of the graph.  To find the peak demand, observe the 
average total power in watts at the point of the peak demand 
period.   
 
The more direct method of determining the peak demand and the 
peak demand period is to run the ReportWriter program (see 
Generating a Report) and select “Peak Demand” in the list of 
variables to report on.  The report will list the peak demand period, 
the peak average demand in Watts, the peak VA demand period, 
and the peak average VA.  
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